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Chestertown Consumer Confidence
Report 2016 (MD0140002)

Is my waler safe?

We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water Quality Report (Consumer Confidence
Repon) as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This report is designed to provide
details about where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards
set by regulatory agencies, This report is a snapshot of fast year's waler quality. We are
committed to providing you wilh information because informed custorners are our best allies,

Do I need to take special precautions?

Some people may be more vulnerable 1o contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other
immunc system disorders, some elderly. and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health carc providers,
EPA/Centers for Disease Control {CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe
Water Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791).

Where does my water come from?

The sources of our drinking water are the Aquia and Magothy aquifers which lie from 40 to 400
feet below the carth’s surface. An aquifer is an underground reservoir of sand saturated with
water that can provide significant quantities of water to a well

Source water assessment and its availability

We have a source water protection plan availabie from our office that provides more information
such as polential sources of contamination.

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?
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Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be cxpected 10 contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants, The presence of contaminants docs not necessarily indicate that
watcr poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health cffects can
be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (800-426-4791). The sources of drinking water {both tap water and bottled water)
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservuirs, springs, and wells, As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activity:

microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage Treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; inorganic contaminants,
such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater
runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;
pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban
stormwater runoff, and residential uses; organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and scptic systems:
and radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities. In order to ensure that tap water is sale to drink, EPA
prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public
waler systems. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.

How can I get involved?

We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our
community, our way of life and our children’s future”,

Monthiy meeting of the Utilitics Commission arc held on the first Monday of cach manth at
town hall at 7:30pm.

Additional Information for Lead

If present. clevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant
women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home plumbing. Chestertown Water Treatment Plant is
responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components, When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can
rminimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds 1o 2 minutes before
using water (or drinking or cooking, If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
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you can take to minimizc cxposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at
hitp://www gpa.govisafewater/lcad.

Water Quality Data Table

In order 1o ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the
amount of contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The table below lists all of
the drinking waler contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report.
Although many marc contaminants were tested, onfy those substances listed below were found in
your water. All sources of drinking water contain some naturally accurring contaminants. At low
levels, these substances are generally not harmful in our drinking water. Removing all
contaminants would be extremely expensive, and in most cases, would nol provide increased
protection of public health, A few naturally occurring minerals may actually improve the taste of
drinking water and have nutritional value at low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data
presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. ‘The EPA or the
State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the
concentrations of these contaminants do not vary significantly from year to year, or the systent is
not considered vulnerable (o this type of contamination. As such, some of our data, though
representative, may be more than one year old. In this table you will find terms and abbreviations
that might not be famitiar to you. To help you better understand these terms, we have provided
the definitions below the table.

Walter additive used 1o eontrol

Chlorine (as Ci2) 4 4 8 3| 23| 2008 No : :

(ppm} microbes

TTHMs | Total NPT

Teinalomethancs] Na | 80 | 94 |48 14| 206 | mNo DY -product of drinking water
isinlection

Discharge from metal

. 4 3

Barium (ppm) . C 132 |NA| Na | 20 No- ectincrics: Erosion of natural
dopasits

CopDer - SUUCE Wil Currosion of houschold

pper = NA 08 |NA| B | 2014 No  |plumbing sysiems; Erosion of

{ppm) »
natural deposits

SThrrert : Ernsion of natural deposits;

Fluaride (ppm) 4 4 73 INA|NA| 2014 No

Water additive which
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pramoles strong tecth;
Dischurpe from fertitizer and
aluminum faclorics

Runoff from feetibzer use:
Leaching from seplic 1anks,
sewyge: Erosion of natural

Nitrate |meesured as
Nitrogen] (ppm)

deposits

(positive O f 1 | 1 INA[NA| 26 | No  |Notueslly prescntin the
samples/month) Lt
e R et e o
Decay of natural and man-
. S made deposits. The EPA
Ccgpoton i | gt 5o | 87 {NA{NA| 2011 | Mo |considors50 pCi o be he
) tevel of concern for Beta
particles.
?j‘g,';_',_‘;,“‘gg‘i"’,;j‘fd 0 5 | 23 [NA[NA| 2011 | No  [Erusionof natural deposits
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Ot Descripons =
Term
ppm ppm: parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mp/L)
ppb ppb: purts per billion, or micrograms per liter (ug/L)
pCi/lL pCi/L: picocuries per liter (a measure of radiactivity)
positive samples/month | positive samples/month: Number of samples luken monthly that were found 1o be positive
NA NA: not applicable
ND ND: Not detected
NR NR: Moniloring not required, but recommended,

MCLG: Muximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of 4 contaminunt in drinking watcr below
which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for i margin of s fity.

MCL: Maximum Contaminant Lovel: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water. MCLs ure set as clnse to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
tresiment technology,

T TT: Treatment Technique: A required process intended 1o reduce the level of # comaminant in
drinking water. :
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Tmartant DrinkingWatsr Delinltions. , o cOmR il SEIE g Sae eae
AL AL: Action Level: The concentration uf & contaminant which, il cxceeded, friggers trestment or
viher requirements which 2 water system must follow,

Vurignces and | Varianees and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treaiment
Exemplions  prechnigue under contain conditions.

MRDLG: Maximum residual disinfection level goal, The level of a drinking water disinfectant
MRDLG  |below which there is no known or expected risk to health, MRDLGs do not refleel the benefits of
the use of disinfeciants 10 control microbial contaminants.

MRDL: Maximum residual disinfectant level, The highest level of o disinfectant alfowed in
MRDL drinking waicr. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant i necessary fur
control of microbial contaminants.

MNR MNR: Munitored Not Regulated

MPL MPL: State Assigned Maximum Permissible Level
[Fofmergitormation plesseontac: om0 T T T T T

Coniact Name: Robert Sipes
Address; 118 North Cross Strect
Chestertown, MD 21620

Phone: 410-708-4603
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